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Angust 10, 2005

Daniel J. Pesut Nancy Dickenson-Hazard
President Chief Executive Officer
Sigma Theta Tau International Sigma Theta Tau International
Honor Society of Nursing Honor Society of Nursing

350 West North Street 350 West North Street
Indianapolis, Indiana 46202 Indianapolis, Indiana 46202

Dear President Pesut and CEO Dickenson-Hazard:

Thank you for your letter of Tuly 27™.

I am enclosing a copy of a letter to the Editor of the Edmonton Journal from Dr. Rene
Day, Acting Dean of Nursing, and Dr. Tom Martie, Dean of Medicine and Dentistry,
which summanzes the current state of the matier:

1. The views expressed in the obJ ectionable song were intended tc: mock an
antiquated stereotype.
2. A full apology has been given to Dean Gray by the orgamzers and the Medical
© Students’ Association.
3. There will be no Med Show in foture.

Having spent most of my life in the public sphere, I am abundantly aware that
impressions count as much as do intentions. Thus I support Dean Matrie’s decision to
terminate the Med Show.

What now becotnes important is: where do medical students focus whatever creative
energies remain to them in the few hours available away from. their studies? Dr. Marrie
has conveyed to the student body that, within the context of the bold and massive
development of our new Health Sciénces Ambulatory Leaming Centre, we will be
placing major emphasis on interdisciplinary and interprofessional education.

A further example is in the area of community service which, along with teaching and
research, has been for the past century one of the three purposes of the University of
Alberta. Otie manifestation of this service is the Student Health Initiative for the Needs
of Edmonton (SHINE), which is described in the latest issue of the student newspaper,
The Gateway. A copy of the articlé is enclosed.
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In closing, I wish to thank you again for bringing your concerns to my attention. I would
further ask you to share my letter with all who have brought their views on this matter to
your attention.

Jamed/S. Bdwards, P.C.

Enclosures
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July 14, 2005
Editor

Edmonton Journal

Dear Editor:

We are writing to clarify some details surrounding “The MedShow" and your article which
appeared in the Journal on Thursday, July 14, 2005. First of all, the “Nurses Song”
which was performed in March 2005 as part of The MedShow was done in a setting in
which the views expressed in the song were meant to convey mockery of an antiquated
stersotype. The studemts deeply regret that some interpreted the perdormance as an

endarsement of such a stereotype.

The organizers subsequently apologized to Dean Gray of the Faculty of Nursing at the
University of Albarta and met again today where the president of the Medical Students’
Association reiterated that apology on behalf of the medical students. There will be no

such MedShow in future.

As Dean of Medicing and Dentistry and Acting Dean of Nursing, we are satisfied that the
students involved do not hold the views they were mocking, and that they understand
and regret the hurt members of the nursing profession experienced as a result of a very
failed attemipt at humour. This has strengthened our resolve as Faculties to be second-
to-none when it comes to graduating heatlth science professionals who multiply the
impact of individual excellence by working seamlessly as members of a health-care

team,

Sincerely yours,

Rene Day, PhD Thomas J. Marrie, MD
Acting Dean Dean
Faculty of Nursing Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry

Office of the Dean
Faculty of Medicine and Dentlstry
2.)2,00 WC Mackenzle Heaith Sclences Centre - University of Alberta - Edmonton - Alberta - Canada -
T6G 2R7
Telephone: (780) 492.6621 Fax: (780) 492-7303
www.med.ualberta.ca
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